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It’s almost time for the  Annual Decommissioning Party ! 
 

This year we are not only getting together  for one last t ime after 
another  successful  boating sea son, but we are also celebrat ing 

Caswell  Cove Marina’s  20 year Anniversary !   
We are in need of volunteers to help with planning the party!  

Please contact the office i f  you would l ike to lend a hand so we can 
end the season with  a  fun and memorable celebration !  

 

This year’s  party is  planned for Saturday, October 18 –  more 
details  to be announced soon!  

BOARD MEETINGS 

 

ARE HELD IN THE MARINA 

CLUBHOUSE EACH MONTH 
 

 
 

NEXT MEETING   

October 14th at 7:00PM 
Owners are encouraged to 

attend! 

 

2014 Board Members 
 

Dave Brickley – Commodore 
 

Tony Faresich - R.Commodore 
 

Paul Viscount – Treasurer  
 

David Crowle – Secretary  
 

www.casellcovemarina.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Marina Manager 

 

Capt. Dave Phillips 
Sound Marine Solutions 
Office:  203-876-9880 

Cell: 203-496-2667 
Fax:  203-876-1488 

davidp@soundmarinesolutions.com 

 

Is there something you would 
like to be featured in an issue of 

The Cove or on 
www.caswellcovemarina.com?  

 
If so, please contact us with your 

idea or finished product! 
E-mail us @ 

manager@caswellcovemarina.com 
 

 

 

 Attention Caswell Cove Marina Members!  
If you have not been receiving emails from the Caswell Cove Marina office please contact the 

office by phone: 203-876-9880 or by email: manager@caswellcovemarina.com so we can verify 
that your contact info is listed correctly in our system. Thank you! 

 

FOR MEMBERS LOOKING FOR A WINTER IN-WATER BERTH FOR 

THEIR BOAT, PLEASE BE ADVISED OF THE FOLLOWING: 
  

1. We ask that you please let us know immediately if you plan to stay in-water 
over the winter. 

 

2. If you are a slip renter, please contact us ASAP to arrange for a winter slip 

rental. 
 

3. All rental fees are due in full no later than December 1st.  
 

4. We STRONGLY urge that all boats left in the marina over the winter be 

shrink-wrapped.  All express cruiser style boats must be shrink wrapped. 

Trawler style and flybridge boats with hard-top bridge enclosures are optional 

but there must be some form of cover over open cockpits to prevent snow and 

ice accumulation.  We currently do not have anyone available to shrink-wrap 

boats this year, but are actively looking for a contractor. 
 

5. You may not shrink wrap your boat in the marina yourself without 
permission from the marina. You must have insurance coverage 

(liability) specifically allowing you to shrink wrap. We cannot allow 
individuals to shrink wrap and endanger other boats and marina 

facilities with the required insurance coverage.  
 

6. Your boat must be properly winterized. Use of heaters in lieu of winterizing 

is a BAD idea. 
 

7. You must also have the proper insurance coverage and provide evidence 
of insurance coverage to the marina and names Caswell Cove Marina as 

additionally insured. 
  

Please note that winter in-water storage is not for everyone. You must be local and 

available to check on your boat often and after every significant storm event.  
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20 YEARS AGO…. 
 

On August 4, 1994 - 20 years ago - purchasers of boat slips at Caswell Cove Marina banded together to take 
control of the marina from the original builder and form Caswell Cove Marina Association, Inc. This group 
was headed by slip owners Dick Leen, Joe DeYulio, Joe Koziel, Art Leffert, Dave Phillips, Bob Kobryn, Tony 
LaLuna and Sal Emilio.   
 

A little history – Caswell Cove was originally farm land and in the 1950’s through the 1970’s was a sand and 
gravel mining operation. Sand was mined from the cove and trucked or barged to construction sites 
throughout the region. For many years after, the mining operation was idle.  Many locals remember fishing 
and swimming in the “The Cove”. Due to its protected location, the local Coast Guard and local boaters used 
to anchor in Caswell Cove during storms and hurricanes. In the early 1980’s a group of developers purchased 
the cove and the surrounding land and began the process of designing and building the Caswell Cove 
complex and marina. 
 

Permits were issued for construction of the marina in 1987, and the 1st occupants were in their slips by 
1989.  The marina was originally designed to completely fill the cove with 360 boat slips ranging from 30 to 
55 feet. Only 104 slips were originally built as the demand from owners of the neighboring condominiums 
was weak and there was no parking available for the general public. The country was also headed into a 
recession which stopped many construction projects in their tracks and brought an end to the “80’s building 
boom”.   
 

In the beginning, the original builder was using the newly constructed clubhouse as a sales office for 
neighboring Caswell Cove Condominiums.  For several years, slip owners were not allowed access to the 
marina clubhouse and had no bathrooms or other amenities. In 1992, the original builder went bankrupt and 
a new entity took control of the unfinished Caswell Cove Condominiums and marina. In 1993, as more and 
more slips were sold, the slip owners became active and demanded access to the clubhouse. The 1st group 
of slip owners met in August 1993 to begin the effort to form the Association. Compounding the difficulties 
the slip owners were having with the builder, the marina suffered significant ice damage in the winter of 
1993/1994 due to feeble attempts by the developer to deploy a much ballyhooed de-icing system. Many 
owners had left their boats in the water and one boat met its demise that winter due to the ice. After that 
experience, the slip owners decided it was time to take action and the Association was formed. 
 

The 1st Board of the Association elected that August day in 1994 consisted of Dave Phillips as President, Joe 
Koziel as V. President, Bob Zolczer as Treasurer and Barbara Fitzhugh as Secretary. 
 

After the formation of the Association, the newly elected Board had its work cut out for it. They had to take 
legal action to force the developer out of the clubhouse. There were funds deposited as reserve funds with 
the sale of each slip that also had to be wrestled away from the developer.  The new Board also had to 
establish the legal entity that is now Caswell Cove Marina Association, develop rules and regulations, set up 
common charge collections, establish budgets, conduct unit owner meetings and start conducting the 
business of the Association. There were no drawings or plans for the marina or clubhouse, the upstairs was 
an unfinished void, and there were a number of squatters using slips in the marina who were not owners.  
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There was no security, and there was also an old abandoned wooden boat that had to be dealt with. In 
addition, there was no marina parking lot or entrance separate from the entrance leading to the 
condominiums. Marina owners were forced to park illegally on condominium grounds which led to a long 
running battle over towed vehicles and all sorts of issues between the marina and the condominiums. No 
one on the Board had any experience in any of this, so it was a difficult learning experience and a lot of 
issues to deal with right from the start.  
 

A lot has happened since those early days in 1994. In the short period of time left before the winter of 
1994/1995, the Board had to design and finance a bubbler system. They managed to secure $20,000 from 
the original developer for failure to provide a bubbler system per the sales promises they had made to 
everyone, but that was far from the monies needed to put a system in place to protect the docks and the 
boats. The Board was able to find a contractor to finance and install a bubbler system in time for what 
became another harsh winter. Twenty years later, although the bubbler system has gone through many 
iterations and improvements, it has functioned well and the marina has survived many brutal winters. 
 

In 1996, applications for permits to relocate and dredge the entrance channel were underway.   The original 
channel to the marina was a straight shot from the river across the sand bar and into the marina. By 1996, 
that original channel was silted over and the marina applied to CT DEEP to relocate the permitted channel to 
its more “natural” current location along the eastern shoreline of the river.   
 

In 1997, the marina began a lengthy battle to build its own parking lot and entrance separate from the 
condominiums to end the years-long parking battle between the two Associations.   That plan met with a 
great deal of opposition from residents of Caswell Cove Condominiums which resulted in the City of Milford 
denying the permits for the parking lot and entrance ramp.   The marina sued the City over the decision and 
after a long battle, the marina prevailed and the entrance was approved and finally constructed in the 
Spring of 2000. 
 

For the first 10 years the Association was in operation, the maintenance and repairs were performed by a 
small group of volunteers. The marina at that time was fairly new and the maintenance was not substantial 
and was mostly electrical and plumbing issues. The biggest project was maintenance and operation of the 
bubbler system. For the first 5 years or so, every winter the compressors were brought out of storage and 
set up and all the bubbler hose was spread out on the bottom of the slips (we have over a mile of bubbler 
hose). In the spring of each year, the now muddy, stinky, hose was pulled up, cleaned off, rolled up and 
stowed away for the next season. Every year, the volunteers for this work became fewer and fewer and 
eventually dwindled to just a few individuals. 
 

In the Spring of 2004, after an exceptionally brutal winter saw the cove frozen completely solid, damaging 
many pilings and pile hoops, the Board then determined that the efforts of those few volunteers were not 
keeping pace with the needs of the marina and it became obvious that few slip owners were interested any 
longer in participating, especially with the difficult work of keeping the bubbler system working in the 
winter. The Board then agreed to hire our current manager, Dave Phillips, who is still with us today, to take 
over the day to day management of the marina. 
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If you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions regarding the Newsletter or Website, feel free to contact us at 
www.caswellcovemarina.com or contact us @ manager@caswellcovemarina.com.  All issues of the “The COVE” and the 

minutes of all Board meetings are available on our website. 

 

 

Club Burgees and T-Shirts - Now Available! 
 

Burgees – When you bring your boat in for the season, remember 
to ask our marina manager for a new burgee.  
 

T-Shirts – Cotton t-shirts are available for sale in men’s and 
women’s styles with the Caswell Cove Logo on them.  We have 
yellow, white and light blue for the ladies and grey, blue and white 
for the gents. T-shirts are $10.00 ea.    
 

We will be taking orders for sweatshirts, golf-shirts, jackets, etc, all 
with the Caswell Cove logo. See us and we’ll add you to our order! 
 

 
 

Keep up to date with Caswell Cove and follow us on Twitter! 
 

www.Twitter.com/CaswellMarinaCT  

 

Follow Caswell Cove by clicking “Like” on our Facebook page! 
 

www.Facebook.com/CaswellCoveMarina 

  

 

 

In 2006, the marina finally commenced with the 1st part of a multi-year dredging project to deepen the basin 
and the areas around the docks. Shortly thereafter, the marina also began designs to re-configure the marina 
from it’s original design to the arrangement it is today. The original configuration was poorly laid out, had 
poor access to the parking lot and made navigating to some sections of the marina difficult. Despite a lot of 
challenges, the marina was re-arranged to what you see today in the Fall of 2008. The new configuration is a 
vastly better plan than the original and gives ease of access to all areas of the marina. The following Spring, 
dredging of the basin and the entrance channel was finally completed. 
 

It has been a long, eventful, and at times, trying 20 years. We have persevered through several hurricanes, 
brutal winters, and all sorts of other challenges to be what we are today. Many members have come and 
gone, and we always look forward to new members every year. We have numerous challenges to come, 
including replacing the structural components of our 20+ year old docks, future dredging, and the annual 
onslaught of winter, but through it all we remain one of the best places to be on the Housatonic River. We 
have a safe place to keep our boats in almost any weather, a beautiful, peaceful location and above all, great 
people and lots of fun.   
 

Many, many thanks to all the individuals who have volunteered and helped out over the years, those still 
here and those long gone, and to all the individuals who have served as a member of the Board from time to 
time and worked tirelessly to the betterment of our fine marina. 
 

Past Board members have also included: Ed Sappan, Bill Bell, Frank Staltarro, Joan Koziel, John Orta, Kathy 
Phillips, Ray Gillespie, Joe Honz, Frank Schweithelm, Rudy Raslavsky, Roger Poole, Cyndy Thiel, Mike Chickos, 
and Tat Murphy. Our current Board members are David Brickley, President, Tony Faresich, V. President, Paul 
Viscount, Treasurer and David Crowle, Secretary.  Many thanks to all of you! 
 

Here’s to another 20 years……… 
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